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and Large Counties 

Abstract 

Headlines read: “Prop 47 triggers 52,000 arrests”.  Drug Courts are well aware of this new 

challenge and continue to adapt with creative responses that benefit individuals committing 

addiction-driven crimes.  Sentences for those charged with misdemeanors or drug-related 

crimes such as stealing to support their habits are active adaptations.   

This panel presentation offers presentations by judicial officers and others regarding how their 

jurisdictions continue the drug court model to accomplish the most good with the most difficult  

who need it the most. Solutions now being utilized by small, medium and large counties in 

California will be featured. 

FACULTY 

Judge Peter L. Gallagher 

          Peter L. Gallagher is a San Diego Superior Court Judge currently assigned to a trial 
department and one of the Treatment Courts in the Central Branch of the San Diego Superior 
Court. Judge Gallagher was elected to the bench in 2002 and was sworn into office in January 
2003. Prior to taking the bench, Judge Gallagher was a veteran prosecutor with the San Diego 
District Attorney's Office as well as an adjunct instructor at the University of San Diego. Judge 
Gallagher holds the distinct honor of being the first lawyer elected to the San Diego Superior Court 
without opposition in the 150 year history of the court. He is a 1983 graduate of the Temple 
University School of Law. He is a member of the bar in four states: California, Louisiana, 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey.   

           Peter has been very active in the community at large. He is formerly the President of the 
San Diego Downtown Lions Club, a service organization of business and professional persons 
that administer a local charitable foundation with assets of fifty million dollars. Peter has 
concentrated on assistance to victims of domestic violence, persons with addictions, homeless 
and economically challenged veterans. Peter was instrumental in designing a pilot program 
with the District Attorney’s Child Support Division and the Vietnam Veterans of San Diego to 
assist in resolving child support issues including back liens and more importantly, future 
payment arrangements of the reintegrated veteran. 

Due to judicial ethical restraints on fund raising, Peter focused his community service 
energies as Chairman of the San Diego Lions Baseball Tournament. Founded in 1951, by Ted 
Williams High School coaches, the Lions Tournament is the oldest, largest and most prestigious 
high school baseball tournament in the nation.  



Peter Gallagher has been recognized for his accomplishments and achievements in 
community service. In 2000, Judge Gallagher was recognized by the Community Connections 
Drug Treatment organization for his work as a prosecutor in the various treatment courts in San 
Diego. In 2008, Judge Gallagher was awarded a Naval Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS) 
Director Award for community endeavors with veterans groups. Also in 2009, Judge Gallagher 
was honored by the San Diego Crime Commission with a Blue Knight Award. In 2010, Judge 
Gallagher was named the San Diego Man of the Year for the St. Patrick’s Day Parade by the Irish 
Congress of Southern California and twice has been the keynote speaker for the National 
Convention for the Law Enforcement Emerald Society. In 2012, The California Interscholastic 
Federation (CIF) presented Judge Gallagher its prestigious Lifetime Achievement Award for his 
contributions to high school athletics.  

 Judge Gallagher currently coaches youth baseball but is particularly proud of his Drug 
Court softball team which has won the San Diego Treatment Court Tournament in five of the 
last seven years. The Central Drug Court currently sports two teams in the San Diego Bar 
Association Softball League (the only non-lawyer entries) with one team placing third last year. 
Judge Gallagher’s Drug Court team would be happy to take on any other Drug court team from 
any county at any time. 

Judge Sam Lavorato, Jr. 

 Judge Lavorato was appointed to the Monterey County Superior Court bench in May of 
2006.  Prior to being appointed he was a  prosecutor for Monterey and Shasta 
Counties.  Thereafter he became partner in a local Monterey County firm and practiced 
Criminal Defense and also Civilly prosecuted elder abuse cases, wrongful death cases and 
personally injury cases. 

Lavorato is the “Lead Collaborative Court Judge Assigned” in Monterey County Superior 
Court.  He is presiding and has presided over specialty court cases for seven years 
handling:  Drug Court , Criminal Mental Health, Criminal Competency, Civil Mental Health, 
Proposition 36, Deferred Entry of Judgement, and  Domestic Violence calendars. 

 Lavorato and the Monterey County Superior Court has recently launched a DWI court (which 
commenced in November 2015) and a Veterans  Treatment court (January 2016). 

Lavorato and the Monterey County Superior Court has also participated in local Homeless 
Veteran Stand Downs -with the next Stand Down being scheduled for August of 2016.   

Lavorato is currently and has taught classes at Hartnell College in Salinas for 11 years, 
specifically, Criminal Evidence, Corrections and Criminal Procedure.  He has also taught at 
Brandman University in the past (Constitutional Law and Gangs and Society).  He also teaches at 
Monterey College of Law and has taught this past summer, specifically, “Therapeutic 
Justice”.   He has also taught “Specialty Courts” and  Administration of Justice in Domestic 



Violence Cases-Criminal and Civil at Monterey College of Law.  Lastly,  Lavorato was on the 
faculty at the Domestic Violence Judicial Institute in January 2010.  

 Lavorato is a member of the (1) Criminal Law Advisory Committee (2) Collaborative Justice 
Advisory Committee, and the (3) Violence Against Women’s Educational Project.   

 

 

 

Judge Stephen V. Manley – Panel Moderator 

Stephen Vincent Manley, Jr. is a Superior Court judge in Santa Clara County, CA and is a 
founder of the Mental Health Treatment Court in that county. He has been recognized as a 
pioneer in the use of drug courts and mental health courts. 

Manley earned his B.A. (majoring in behavioral sciences) from the University of California, 
Berkeley, and his LL.B. from Stanford Law School in 1966.  

First appointed to the California Superior Courts Jerry Brown in 1977, he became a Superior 
Court judge in 1998.  In 1996, while serving as a municipal court judge, Manley founded the 
Drug Treatment Court in Santa Clara County and in 1998 he founded the Santa Clara County 
Mental Health Treatment Court.  

In 2008, California Courts Review awarded Manley their Chief Justice's Award for Exemplary 
Service and Leadership for his contributions in developing drug and mental health courts.   In 
2013, Manley received the Jacob K. Javits Award for Public Service from the American 
Psychiatric Association for demonstrated distinguished leadership in his pioneering work in 
mental health courts.   In 2015, Santa Clara County honored Manley as an "Elected Official 
Hero" and as the "nation’s premier mental health court judge."  

Stephen Manley an emeritus member of the Board of Directors of the National Association of 

Drug Court Professionals.  He has chaired the California Association of Collaborative Courts 

Board of Directors since 2004.  In 2003, Manley received the prestigious Judge Stanley M. 

Goldstein Award and induction into the NADCP Drug Court Hall of Fame. 

Stephen Manley has been a noted commentator on California's Proposition 47, enacted in 
2015, which reduces many drug offenses from felonies to misdemeanors.  Judge Manley travels 
to other counties in the State and other States in the USA, presenting training for local mental 
health boards and commissions. 



As of 2016, Judge Manley presides at Department 64 at the Terraine Courthouse in San Jose, 
California. 

 


