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Drug Court Treatment Issues in Rural America 
Webinar: Wednesday, January 29th, 2014
3:00 – 4:30 p.m.  EASTERN TIME

Welcome and Overview:			Caroline Cooper, BJA Drug Court Technical Assistance
Introducing Moderator and Panelist 		Jeffrey Kushner, State Drug Court Coordinator (Montana)
Judge Katherine Bidegaray (Sidney, Montana)
						Judge Phil Britt (Kennet, Missouri)
						Marilyn Kesner, Drug Court Coordinator (Sandpoint, Idaho)
						Angela Plunkett, State Drug Court Coordinator (Missouri)
						
Overview of the Session:		 	Jeff Kushner

Rural Drug Court Challenges and Solution:

1. Challenge: Lack of  treatment capacity, lack of access to a full continuum of treatment services and inconsistency of treatment services
2. Challenge: Lack of access to adequate wrap around services for drug court participants (employment services, vocational rehabilitation services, medical and dental services, daycare, etc.
3. Challenge: Lack of alcohol and drug free housing for drug court participants
4. Challenge: Lack of transportation for drug court participants who are unable to get to treatment/ meetings/work/school 
5. Challenge:  Inability of drug court treatment provider to find and hire qualified drug court and treatment staff and avoid excessive turnover
6. Challenge: Drug court participant enmeshed in family drug use
7. Challenge:  Inability of judge and drug court team members to cover vast geographic rural area to hold frequent status hearings and monitor participation in treatment adequately other drug court requirements
8. Challenge: Assuring confidentiality of drug court participants in treatment, mutual aid attendance (AA, NA, meetings) and other treatment related activities in a rural setting
9. Challenge: Providing adequate training for drug court team members
10. Challenge: Providing the resources and overcoming barriers for the provision of accurate alcohol and other drug testing  at a reasonable cost that conforms with evidence based practices

Participant Questions:						Jeffrey Kushner and other panelists
Technical Assistance and Other Resources Available:		Jeffrey Kushner/Caroline Cooper
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