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JANIE

Janie is 28 years old. While suffering from depression issues, she is before the court for felony cocaine charges. She has no current or prior distribution charges. 
She has been referred to the court by her probation officer due to a positive drug test and is six months pregnant at the time.

What do you do at this point? Any referrals? Testing?

Three weeks later, she goes into premature labor. She delivers the baby two months early. It is severely premature and stays in the NICU for several weeks. Janie has no family support. What to do about her treatment and supervision during this time?

After the baby is released from the hospital, Janie has to periodically go with the baby to a university hospital three hours away for specialty treatment. This is making placement in the court annexed drug counseling programs difficult.

After a year, Janie’s life begins to stabilize. She attends outpatient drug counseling group sessions. She is staying clean on drug screens. Your program has developed some limited transition apartment housing options. Janie and the baby are living there rent free for 90 days. The community disability center has developed some child care so that Janie can start seeking a job. 

Now there is a downturn. Janie has remained sober and the baby is gaining weight. However, case managers report problems. Despite the free day care option, Janie is not utilizing it in order to look for a job. She sleeps until early afternoon. At a recent review hearing, you are informed Janie has been in a relationship with a man with a violent criminal history. He is not the baby’s father. Local police have been called twice to the program apartment due to alleged domestic disturbances. Janie has reported to the battered women’s shelter. However, staff reports Janie is taking about marrying this man. 

What to do, if anything? Is there a housing issue since this a court program housing contract? There are no pending probation violations or drug test violations? Is the baby at risk?
